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SUMMARY 
During the IV Session of the Vatican Council II in 1965 the communist government in Poland did 
not give permission for organizing the pilgrimages to Rome neither by Cardinal Stefan Wyszyn-
ski nor by the Conferences of Polish Episcopate. At that time the government organized few trips 
for the Roman Catholic priests to the Eternal City. The arrangements of the trips were made by 
political and social organizations which supported the communist regime. The trips had a purely 
propaganda purpose. They were to give evidence about the existence of religious freedom in 
Poland. The priests, in the total number of 242, who were members of pro-government organiza-
tions took part in them. 
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