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THE UNIFICATION WITH GOD IN THE CONTEXT
OF HUMAN SINFULNESS AND UNSINFULNESS
IN THE LIGHT OF THE FIRST LETTER OF ST. JOHN

SUMMARY

The First Letter of St. John undertakes the problem of the unification with God in the context of
human sinfulness. Its author indicates the co-participation with God in the perspective of the anti-
thesis of light and darkness. The reference to the bond with God while committing sins he speci-
fies as abiding in the darkness. The mere fact of being a Christian does not mean the status of
unsinfulness. Such a belief is wrong. With undertaking the discussion with the views of the Gnos-
tics John indicates that the real unification with God implies the community of all the faithful. As
to the question of possible unsinfulness he underlines that the unification with sinless Christ has
an essential significance. The abiding in Christ is a criterion of Godly childhood, and gives
strength to resist the temptations.
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