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WHAT CHURCH DOES MAN WANT? INSTITUTIONAL AND COMMUNITARIAN
MODEL OF CHURCH IN CATECHETICAL REFLECTION

SUMMARY

The article is the effect of reflection upon the Church. Assuming ecclesial character of catechesis
it shows the need for reflection and search of the right model of the Church. There are two models
presented: institutional and communitarian. The Vatican Council Il was the place and time when
these two models came together. At that time institutional model based on a pyramidal hierarchy,
emphasizing the legal force, closed to any kind of dialogue with the world changes into communi-
tarian one. The Church is to become a real community of the people of faith yearning to get
united around Jesus Christ. It is a community which is open to the dialogue with the world and
culture. It is an ability to share the essence of the community: what it is, what it does and what it
possesses. In the times when the majority of people are tired of the institutionalization of life,
according to the recommendations of the documents of the Vatican Council Il one should go
towards the community where a personal encounter between God and human takes place.
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